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OCTOBER 17, 2020 PROGRAM

Something Special! A multiclub event with simultaneous demonstra-
tions by Erik Wigert, Mike Lane, and Jason Osborne. The demo trees
will then be auctioned. Here are some details: 9AM open the Zoom
meeting for Viewers. No one is allowed to join the meeting after 9:50.
The demonstrations start at 10 AM. 11:00 —11:30 ish the auction.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

NOVEMBER: Our virtual show. Details and instructions for submit-
ting your tree will be coming soon. Watch your email.

DECEMBER: TBD

Note: the Premna program will be postponed until the spring. It is not

a good time to work on the roots.

It seems impossible that the year has almost ended. At times
during the pandemic is seemed to move at a snail’s pace.

It is now time to renew your membership for 2021. We pay
dues for the calendar year which begins in January. BSF urges
us to have a current, up to date membership list by the first of
January. The club will continue with innovative programming
next year, either virtually or in person. You can mail your
check to BSSWFL PO Box 61945, Fort Myers, Fl 33906-1945.
Please enclose a membership form that you can find at

https:/ /bonsaiswfl.org/sites/default/files/BONSAI-
MembershipForm.pdf

was

ABOUT US:

We meet every third Satur-
day of each month at the
Berne Davis Botanical Gar-
den building located just
north of the Edison Estates
at 2166 Virginia Avenue.
Parking is located on Larch-
mont street located one block
south of Virginia off
McGregor Boulevard.

Our website is:

www.bonsaiswfl.org

We welcome everybody inter-
ested in this ancient art form
to take advantage of our
many experienced artists and
teachers.

See you soon...

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

INTERVIEWS 3-
4




Ginny Boka passed away on October 5, 2020 at 4:10 AM; her daughter-in-law was at her
side. Ginny was a friend, mentor, and long time member of our club. She was 93 years

old.
Tributes:
“I am very sad.....She was a great lady and a good friend.” Ham Agnew

“Ginny was a great lady.” John Bartolozzi

“Ginny was a cornerstone of our club, Rest in Peace, Ginny.” Richard Owens

“Rest in peace!!” Nilda Douglas

We are also sad to learn that Gail Gehring is in the hospital being treated for
a broken hip and a broken wrist. You can contact Jim at 239-772-1411 or
(cell) 239-297-3152
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Getting to know club members

Interviews with club members

Jim Bremer

1. Andrea and | lived in Arlington, VA until we retired here in 2004. | had enjoyed garden-
ing, but had no bonsai experience.

2. | came to a Society show in Nov 2006, and starting taking lessons at Eric’s (on Pine
Island) shortly after that.

3. |l doubt that | have my first tree, but I've killed too many to remember.

4. | have a yard and lots of space, so I’m currently watering about 150 trees (down from a
one-time high of 200). | walk them just about every day, and water, trim and repot when
they need it, some times 3-4 hours at a time. It’s very uneven over the year, but averages
out to about 7 hours a week, I'd guess.

5. | enjoy nearly all of it, and since the skills and activities required are changing all the
time, it’s rarely boring.

6. | experiment a lot, and often try techniques that are outside the books and Common
Wisdom; my biggest challenge is keeping trees alive.

7. |1 have too many favorites to mention. My current fad is working with junipers and
pines, because | love the way they look.

8. [Ill try to attach a short video | prepared with Bill Smith’s help. Photography is a
recent offshoot interest, like making hypertufa pots and slabs.

9. Since you ask, my favorite club president is Jim Gehring.
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Getting to know club members

Interviews with club members

Peter Shawinski

Born and raised in Stamford, Connecticut growing up as an inner-
city kid I only had windowsill plants grown from seed. Mom
had beautiful African Violets which I got to water occasionally.
had no idea what Bonsai was.

My first exposure to Bonsai was 2001 at a nursery center on Cape
Cod, Massachusetts. That same year I joined the local Bonsai
club where I met John Romano. Over the next five years I
worked my way up through the ranks to President. Every year
we would sponsor a Bonsai show at NE Bonsai Gardens.

My first Bonsai was a juniper Procumbens Nana which I purchased
at the nursery center on Cape Cod. I had that tree for 18 years
until it met its demise while boarding. (I'm not passing judg-
ment). [ still have my second tree a Green Island Ficus which I
styled in a Shohin workshop with John Romano at New Eng-
land Bonsai Gardens 19 years ago.

I typically spend about 15 minutes a night watering my trees as my

collection is substantially less these days. On the weekends I
would spend 4-6 hours at Erik’s or about 2 hours at home
working on my trees.

My favorite part of Bonsai has always been the people. Talking,
learning, sharing stories over a cup of coffee and off course that
occasional smart-ass remark. My least favorite part has always
been the politics. (Enough said there.)

My biggest challenge has been finding the right design for my
trees. What are they telling me and how should I approach it?
The more I work with them the easier it has become.

My favorite tree has always been the Ficus. I gained a greater ap-
preciation for them by working with Suthin, John Romano and
Erik. They make great Shohin, many varieties to choose from
and they are very resilient and forgiving.

My favorite club president(s). Wow! In no particular order, just
alphabetically I would have to say Jim Gehring and Sam Wol-
lard. They made Bonsai Great Again! You guys can pay me later.
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Tropical mahogany (Lysiloma la-
tisliquum)
By

Jim Bremer
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2020 CrLuB OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Proceeds from September Auction Sam Wollard
VICE-PRESIDENT
Total sales $790

Proceeds to donor of trees $456
Net to club $344

BONSAI GLOSSARY

Mame: Mame (pronounced "Ma-May") refers to the size of a
bonsai. Mame bonsai should ideally be no more than 10cm in
height and can be held in the palm of a hand.

Mesophyll: The spongy inner tissue of a leaf, functionally
similar to the cortex of stems and roots, where the raw mate-
rials - carbon dioxide and water vapor are held during the
process of photosynthesis.

Mycorrhiza: A white beneficial fungus that is often found in
the soil around pine trees. It usually appears to be small mats
of white filaments each about 1/4 inch long, helping them ab-
sorb nutrients.

N.P.K.: Acronym for the three major bonsai nutrients and
used to describe the amounts of each readily available.' N' is
for nitrogen,' P' for phosphorus, and' K' for potassium.

Nebari: The Japanese term for the exposed surface roots. It's
the spread of roots from which the lower trunk originates out
of the bonsai soil.

Needle: A very narrow leaf, often evergreen and usually of a
stiff texture, like those found on a pine tree.

Nitrogen: An essential element of bonsai nutrition and identi-
fied by the chemical symbol N. Nitrogen helps to develop
foliage and stem growth.

Node: The area of a bonsai [trunk or branch] where leaf buds
emerge.

https://www.bonsaioutlet.com/bonsai-glossary/
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